ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 
Te SPREAD OF FHE GOSEEL 


- ABOUT THE BOOK | 

* The title of the book of Acts comes from the Greek word praxis, a word often used in early 
Christian literature to describe the great deeds of the apostles or other significant 
believers. 

* Acts is a sequel to the Gospel of Luke, were both written by Luke, a physician who traveled 
with the apostle Paul. 

* Luke tells us that his first book (the Gospel of Luke) was “about all that Jesus began to do 
and to teach until the day he was taken up to heaven” (Acts 1:1-2). 

* Acts is the second volume of Luke's history-writing project writing about what Jesus did 
after his ascension into heaven — he directed and taught the apostles through the Holy 
Spirit. 

* Covers the first 30 to 35 years of the history of the church. 

* The first 12 chapters the major character is Peter. The final 16 chapters the major character 
is Paul. 
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_ ABOUT THE BOOK | 
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In the happenings in Acts, at certain places the author includes himself as a companion of 
Paul in his travels (16:10-17; 20:5-21:18; 27:1-—28:16). 

These “we” passages include the period of Paul’s two-year imprisonment at Rome (ch. 28). 
During this time Paul wrote, among other letters, Philemon and Colossians. 

In them he sends greetings from his companions, and Luke is included among them (Col 
4:9-17, Phm 23-24). 

Luke mentioned neither Paul’s death (AD 64-68) nor the persecution of Christians that 
broke out under Nero (AD 64). 

More than likely, Luke completed the book before either of these events occurred, 
sometime between AD 60 and AD 62, while Paul sat in prison, awaiting the resolution of 


his appeal. 


Chapters: 28 | Verses: 1007 
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_THE BOOK AS A BRIDGE 
e Without Acts, a picture of the primitive church would be impossible to reconstruct; with 
it, the New Testament letters of St. Paul are far more intelligible. 


a. THE BRIDGE BETWEEN CHRIST AND THE CHURCH 

e This book joins what Jesus “began to do and to teach” (1:1; see note there) as told in 
the Gospels with what he continued to do and teach through the apostles’ preaching 
and the establishment of the church. 


b. THE BRIDGE BETWEEN GOSPELS AND EPISTLES 

e This book serves as a link between the Gospel narratives on the one hand and the 
apostolic letters on the other 

¢ The book of Acts covers the transitional time between the ascension of Christ and the 
completion of the New Testament canon 
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THE BOOK AS A BRIDGE 
__c. THE BRIDGE BETWEEN THE COVENANTS 
e The book of Acts serves as a transition from the Old Covenant to the New. 
¢ The change in the ministry of the Holy Spirit, whose primary function in the Old Testament was 
the external “anointing” of God’s people, among them Moses (Numbers 11:17), Othniel (Judges 
3:8-10), Gideon (Judges 6:34), and Saul (1 Samuel 10:6-10). 


e After the ascension of Jesus, the Spirit came to live in the very hearts of believers (Romans 8:9- 
11; 1 Corinthians 3:16), guiding and empowering them from within. 


d. THE BRIDGE BETWEEN THE JEW AND THE GENTILE 

e It records the transition of the Church from being almost exclusively a Jewish institution into 
becoming a Gentile and an international institution. 

e Peter's vision of the sheet full of unclean animals in Acts 10:9-15 is a sign of the transition from 
the Old Covenant to the New Covenant's unity of Jew and Gentile in one universal Church. 

e The book accounts the growing distance between Christianity and Judaism. 
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THE 7 CENTERS OF WITNESSING 


* The = of Acts is also the history of the birth, the founding, and the spread y; the 
Church from Jerusalem to Rome. 

* In only three decades, a small group of frightened believers in Jerusalem transformed 
into an empire-wide movement of people who had committed their lives to Jesus Christ 

* Ona high note God uses Paul, the former Persecutor of the church to the Proclaimer of 
His Gospel to the highest government official in the land—the Emperor of Rome. 

. The Witness in Jerusalem (2:14-5:42) 

. The Witness beyond Jerusalem (6:1-12:25) 

The Witness in Cyprus and Southern Galatia (13:1-14:28) 

The Witness in Greece (15:36-18:22) 

The Witness in Ephesus (18:23-21:16) 

. The Witness in Caesarea (24:1-26:32) 

tue Witness in Rome — 1-28: 31) 
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7 ASPECTS OF EFFECTIVE WITNESSING 
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The witness is worldwide—Judea, Samaria, the “end of the earth” (1:8). 

The witness includes all kinds of people (chs. 2-5; 10:1-11:18; 14:8-18; 16:11-15, 25- 
34; 17:22-31). 

The Holy Spirit empowers the witness (1:8; 2:1-13; 8:17; 13:2-12; 19:6). God guides 


the church's witness (4:5-22; 23:12-22; 24:1-23; 27:21-26). (The success of the churchin _ - 


carrying the gospel from Jerusalem to Rome and in planting local churches across the 
Roman empire demonstrated that Christianity was not a merely human work.) 

Effective witness demands unity in the church (2:42-47; 4:32-37; 5:12-14). 

Jesus’ resurrection is a key part of the witness (1:22; 2:22-36; 17:30-31). 

Witnesses must always maintain integrity before the world (18:12-15; 23:29; 25:18; 
26:31-32). 

Faithful witnesses must be prepared to suffer and even die because of their testimony 
to Christ (5:41-42: 7:54-60). 


10 CASE STUDIES OF EVANGELISM 


. About 3,000 on the Day of Pentecost. 2:37-41 
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. The Samaritans. Acts 8:12 

. Simon the Sorcerer. Acts 8:13 

. The Ethiopian Eunuch. Acts 8:26-40 

. Saul (Paul). Acts 9:3-18 

Cornelius and his household. Acts 10:34-48 

. Lydia and her household. Acts 16:11-15 

. The Philippian Jailor and his family. Acts 16:25-34 
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The Corinthians. Acts 18:8 
oo. The 12 men at SRS. Acts 19:1-7 
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PETER VS. PAUL 


* Paul's ministry as an apostle is validated in Acts by a comparison with the apostle 
Peter. 

* They both heal a lame man (3:1-10 and 14:8-10), 

* Peter heals the sick with his shadow (5:15, 16) and Paul heals the sick with his 

handkerchiefs and aprons (19:12). 

Both were recipients of jealousy from the Jews (5:17, 13:45), 

Both confront sorcerers (8:9-24, 13:6-11) 

Both raise people from the dead (9:36-41, 20:9-12) 

Both were imprisoned and miraculously delivered from jail (12:3-19, 16:25-34). 
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1ST MISSIONARY JOURNEY OF PAUL 


_ Paul's First Missionary Journey (Acts 13:4-14:26) 
_ * Lasted 2 years 
_ * Traveled some 1, 235 miles 


* Barnabas and Paul first visited Barnabas’s home region of Cyprus before sailing to the 
southern region of Asia Minor. 


* 


When they reached Perga in Pamphylia, John Mark left the group and returned to 
Jerusalem. 


* 


Making their way to Antioch (in Pisidia), Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe, Pauland Barnabas 
were driven out of each city by jealous Jewish religious leaders. a 


* 


Later they returned by the same route, strengthening the new churches as they went. 


* 


From Attalia they set sail for their home in Antioch of Syria. 
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- 2ND MISSIONARY JOURNEY © 


Paul's Second Missionary Journey (Acts 15:36-18:22) 
Lasted 3 years 
Traveled some 2,703+ miles 


Paul and Silas revisited the places in Asia Minor where Paul had preached on his first 
journey 

Meanwhile Barnabas took John Mark and sailed to Cyprus. 

Paul and Silas visited Derbe, Lystra, and Antioch in Pisidia. 

From there Paul and Silas traveled to Troas, where Paul received a vision of a man from 
Macedonia calling to them. 

Crossing into Europe, they passed through several towns along the Egnatian Way and 
traveled to the cities of Athens and Corinth in southern Greece. 

Then, sailing to Eohesus and Caesarea, they visited the church in Jerusalem before 
returning to Antioch of Syria. 
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- 3RD MISSIONARY JOURNEY OF PAUL 


* Paul's Third Missionary Journey (Acts 18:22-21:17) 
* Lasted 4 years 
* Traveled some 2,515 miles 


* Paul's third missionary journey traversed much the same ground as his second. 

* Passing through Galatia and Phrygia, he proceeded directly to the great port city of 
Ephesus. 

* After three years of preaching and teaching there, Paul traveled again through 
Macedonia and Achaia, strengthening the believers 

* He then finished with a visit to Jerusalem. 
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OUTLINE OF THE BOOK 


Il. The Lord Jesus Christ at work by the Holy Spirit C. 1st miracle of the church; Peter’s 2nd sermon, 
through the apostles in Jerusalem, Chapters 1-7 Chapter 3 
A. Preparation for the coming of the Spirit, Chapter 1. Healing of lame man, wv. 1-11 
1 2. Appealing and revealing address of Peter, vv. 
1. Introduction, vv. 1, 2 12-26 
2.40 days post-resurrection ministry of Jesus, vv. 3. Believing 5000 men (results), Act 4:4 
3-9 D. 1st persecution of the church; power of the Holy 
3. Ascension and promise of the return of Jesus, Spirit, Chapter 4 
vv. 10, 11 E. Death of Ananias and Sapphira; 2nd persecution, 
4. Waiting for the Spirit, vv. 12-14 Chapter 5 
5. Appointment of an apostle, vv. 15-26 (Discipline within and persecution without) 
B. Day of Pentecost (Bethlehem of the Holy Spirit), F. Appointment of deacons; witness of Stephen, a 
Chapter 2 deacon, Chapter 6 
1. Coming of the Holy Spirit, vv. 1-13 G. Stephen’s address and martyrdom (1st martyr), 
2. 1st sermon in the church age by Peter, vv. 14-47 Chapter 7 
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OUTLINE OF THE BOOK 


ll. The Lord Jesus Christ at work by the Holy Spirit 
through the apostles in Judzea and Samaria, Chapters 8 
—12 
A. Conversion of Ethiopian Eunuch (son of Ham), Chapter 
8 
B. Conversion of Saul of Tarsus (son of Shem), Chapter 9 
C. Conversion of Cornelius, Roman centurion (son of 
Japheth), Chapter 10 
D. Peter defends his ministry; gospel goes to Antioch, 
Chapter 11 
E. Death of James; arrest of Peter, Chapter 12 


lil. The Lord Jesus Christ at work by the Holy Spirit 
through the apostles to the uttermost part of the earth, 
Chapters 13-28 

A. 1st missionary journey of Paul, Chapters 13, 14 

B. Council at Jerusalem, Chapter 15 

C. 2nd missionary journey of Paul, Chapters 15:36—16:40 
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D. 2nd missionary journey (continued) 

Paul in Thessalonica, Athens, Chapter 17 

E. 2nd missionary journey (concluded) 

Paul in Corinth; Apollos in Ephesus, Chapter 18 

F. 3rd missionary journey, Chapters 18:23-—21:14 

Paul in Ephesus, Chapter 19 

G. 3rd missionary journey of Paul (continued), Chapter 20 
H. Paul goes to Jerusalem and is arrested, Chapter 21 

|. Paul's defense before the mob at Jerusalem, Chapter 22 
J. Paul's defense before the Sanhedrin, Chapter 23 

K. Paul before Felix, Chapter 24 

L. Paul before Festus, Chapter 25 

M. Paul before Agrippa, Chapter 26 

N. Paul goes to Rome via storm and shipwreck, Ch. 27 

O. Paul arrives in Rome, Chapter 28 

(Last seen preaching to Gentiles) 
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